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Letters Patent für John Cabot (1496) 

Henry [VII ...]  

Be it knowen that we have given and granted [...] to our 

welbeloved John Cabot citizen of Venice [...] full and 

free authority, leave, and power to saile to all [...] 

countreys [...] under our banners and ensignes [...] upon 

their owne proper costs and charges, to seeke out, 

discover, and finde whatsoever isles, countreys, regions 

or provinces of the heathen and infidels whatsoever 

they be, and in what part of the world soever they be, 

which before this time have been unknowen to all 

Christians: 

 

We have [...] given them licence to set up our banners 

and ensignes in every village, town, castle, isle, or 

maine land of them newly found. And that the aforesayd 

John and his sonnes [...] may subdue, occupy and 

possesse [...] as our vassals, and lieutenants, getting 

unto us the rule, title, and jurisdiction of the same 

villages, townes, castles, and firme land so found. Yet 

so that the aforesayd John [...] be holden and bounder 

of all the fruits, profits, gaines, and commodities growing 

of such navigation, for every their voyage, as often as 

they shall arrive at our port of Bristoll [...] all maner of 

necessary costs and charges by them made, being 

deducted, to pay unto us in wares or money the fifth 

part of the capitall gaine so gotten. [... T]they shall be 

free from all paying of customes [...]. 

 

And moreover [...] whatsoever [...] they shall chance to 

finde, may not of any other of our subjects be 

frequented or visited without the licence of the foresayd 

John and his sonnes [...]. 

 

 








